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of the heart differs from
the back by being more
rounded and convex, and
by having a groove filled
with fat running from the
top on the left across
towards the bottom on the
right. The back of the
heart is much flatter, and
the groove in it is hardly
noticeable.

The left side of the heart
differs from the right side
by feeling firm and solid
when pinched between the fingers:  the right side feels soft
and flabby because the walls are much thinner.

Fig. 24.   DIAGRAMMATIC HEART.

Structure of the Heart
The heart is divided into a right and a left half by a partition,
and there is no communication through this partition from
one half to the other. Each half is again subdivided into an
upper and a lower compartment called respectively auricle
and ventricle. Each auricle communicates with the ventricle
of the same side by an opening which is guarded by valves.
The object of these valves is to prevent any blood flowing
from the ventricle to the auricle. They allow blood to flow
freely from the auricle to the ventricle. In describing the
heart it is best to consider separately its four cavities, the
right and left auricles and the right and left ventricles. The
right auricle is a thin walled cavity. In common with the
other three cavities of the heart it is lined with a thin trans-
parent membrane, called the endocardium. Opening into the
right auricle are two large veins, the superior vena cava and
the inferior vena cava. These veins bring blood from the
whole of the body except the lungs.